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Aloha, mynameis JesseLipman. I amtheFoodProgramsCoordinatorfor KokuaKalihi Valley
ComprehensiveFamily Services.Oneofourorganization’sgoalsis to build connectionsaroundhealthyfood
andabig partofthis effort dependson people’saccessto freshandculturally familiarfoods.Farmers
marketscanhelpfill thisneed,

Abouta yearagoKKV beganorganizingaSNAP-EBTincentiveprogramattheKalihi ValleyFarmers
Market.Weprocuredgrantfunding to doubleSNAP benefitsfor thepurchaseoflocally grownproduceand
workedwith neighborhoodcoalitionsandpartnersto spreadtheword.

Theprogramhasbeena greatsuccess.We’ve gonefrom no EBT accessatthis short45 minutemarketto
300, 500, sometimes700 dollarsofSNAPmoniesandincentivesbeingspenton local produceeachweek.

Meanwhile,residentsareshoppingmorewith theirfamilies,meetingneighborsandgettingto know local
farmers.

Thekeyto this work hasbeencreatinga centrallocationin themarketfor all EBT transactionsand
coordinatingwith People’sOpenMarketstaffandvendors.By makingthemarketaccessibleto lower income
residentsweareincreasinghealthyfoodsin thedietsofthosefacinghigherlevelsofhealthdisparitiesand
strengtheningthefoundationofour community.

Thankyou for consideringwaysto expandSNAP-EBTaccessthroughoutO~ahu.I assureyou this canbe
doneatlow costto thecity andwill benefitourhealthand local farmers.I amalsohappyto takequestions
abouthowwedid this, themechanicsofit puttingit in place,andresourcesfor theprocess.
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ProvidingMedical& DentalServices,HealthEducation,Family Planning, Perinatal,WIG andSocial Servicesto
Kalilii Valley residentssince1972.Neighborsbeingneighborlyto neighbors.
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